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AP U.S. History

Mrs. Ladd

FINAL EXAM 2013

1. The Indian peoples of the New World


A. developed no advance forms of civilization.


B. were divided into many diverse cultures speaking more than two thousand different languages. 


C. were all organized into the two large empires of the Incas and the Aztecs.


D. relied primarily on nomadic herding of domesticated animals for their 
substance. 

2. The primary reason for the drastic decline in the Indian population after the encounter with the Europeans was


A. the rise of intertribal warfare.


B. the Indians’ lack of resistance to European diseases such as smallpox and 
malaria.


C. the sharp decline in the Mexican birthrate.


D. the sudden introduction of the deadly disease syphilis to the New World. 

3. Cortes and his men were able to conquer the Aztec capital Tenochtitlan partly because


A. they had larger forces than the Aztecs. 


B. the Aztec ruler Montezuma believed that Cortes was a god whose return had been predicted.


C. the Aztecs were peace-loving people who did not believe in war or 
conquest.


D. the city of Tenochtitlan already had been devastated by a disease epidemic. 

4. Jamestown, the first permanent English settlement in the New World, was founded by


A. three aristocratic proprietors seeking private gain.


B. a joint stock company anxious to return a profit to investors.


C. Sir Walter Raleigh, wishing to gain favor with Elizabeth I. 


D. King James I, eager to gain a base for expedition against Spanish shipping. 

5. After the Act of Toleration in 1649, Maryland provided religious freedom for


A. Jews.


B. atheists.


C. Protestants and Catholics.


D. those who denied the divinity of Jesus.

6. The early conflicts between English settlers and the Indians near Jamestown laid the basis for


A. the intermarriage of white settlers and Indians.


B. the incorporation of Indians into the “melting-pot” of American culture.


C. the forced separation of the Indians into the separate territories of the 
“reservation system.”


D. the use of Indians as a slave-labor force on white plantations. 

7. The most distinctive feature of the Rhode Island colony was that


A. it enjoyed the most complete religious freedom of all the English colonies.


B. it secured an official charter from England. 


C. it contained a high proportion of well-educated and well-off colonists.


D. it had a strong common sense of religious purpose. 

8. Which of the following best explains why Massachusetts Bay officials banished Anne Hutchinson?


A. She challenged gender roles and Puritan orthodoxy.


B. She was found guilty of practicing witchcraft.


C. She preached the doctrine of predestination.


D. She gave birth to a child out of wedlock. 

9. Which of the following was a characteristic of colonial Pennsylvania?


A. There was no established church.


B. Founder William Penn endorsed a policy of removing American Indians to 
the western region of the colony.


C. Poor farmland in the backcountry aggravated the colony’s economic woes.


D. All White males could vote.

10. Political and economic power in the southern colonies was dominated by


A. urban professional classes such as lawyers and bankers.


B. small landowners.


C. wealthy planters.


D. the English royal governors.

11. Puritan lawmakers in New England prevented married women from having property rights because


A. they believed that property should be held by towns, not private citizens.


B. they feared that too much property would fall into the control of the 
numerous widows.

C. they feared that separate property rights for women would undercut the unity of married couples.


D. the Bible plainly prohibited women from owning property.

12. The original cause of the French and Indian War was


A. conflict in Europe between Britain and France.


B. British removal of the “Acadian” French settlers from Nova Scotia.

C. competition between French and English colonials for land in the Ohio River valley.


D. a French attack on George Washington’s Virginia headquarters.

13. The British theory of mercantilism, by which the colonies were governed, held that


A. the economy should be shaped by market forces, without government 
interference.


B. the colonies should develop by becoming as economically self-sufficient as 
possible.


C. the colonial economy should be carefully controlled to serve the mother 
country’s needs.


D. colonists should promote economic growth by free trade with other 
countries.  

14. One of the advantages the British enjoyed in the impending conflict with the colonies was


A. a determined and politically effective government. 


B. the ability to enlist foreign soldiers, Loyalists, and Native American in their 
military forces.


C. a highly motivated and efficiently run military force in America.


D. the concentration of colonial resistance in a few urban areas. 

15. Parliament enacted the Stamp Act (1765) primarily to


A. regulate trade between the colonies and European nations.


B. strengthen the communication network within the colonies.


C. raise revenue to pay for British troops in the colonies.


D. regulate commercial activity within colonies. 

16. One of the advantages the colonists enjoyed in the impending conflict with Britain was


A. fighting defensively on a large, agriculturally self-sufficient continent.


B. a well-organized and effective political leadership.


C. a strong sense of unity among the various colonies.


D. the ability to provide substantial financial support for the war effort. 

17. Which of the following is a true statement about the Treaty of Paris that ended the American Revolutionary War?


A. It resulted in the return of all property confiscated from Loyalists by 

individual American states during the war.

B. It recognized United States sovereignty over territory east of the Mississippi, between the Great Lakes and Florida.


C. It led to the speedy withdrawal of all British troops from American soil. 


D. American negotiators consistently followed the guidelines specified by the 
Continental Congress.

18. Paine’s Common Sense convinced many Americans that what they should fight for was


A. American representation in the British Parliament.


B. an alliance with the French king against Britain.


C. the invasion and conquest of Canada.


D. an independent and republican America separate from Britain. 

19. The idea of “republican motherhood” that emerged from the American Revolution held that


A. women should be rewarded politically for having helped establish the 
American republic.


B. women had a special responsibility to cultivate the “civic virtues” of 
republicanism in their children. 


C. the government should establish social services to help mothers raise their 
children. 


D. mothers should be granted full political and economic rights in the 
American republic. 

20. Attempts to establish strong governments in post-Revolutionary America were seriously hindered by


A. the lack of strong leadership available in the new nation. 


B. the revolutionary ideology that preached natural rights and suspicion of all 
governmental authority.


C. the hostility of the clergy toward the idea of separation of church and state.


D. the fear that a strong government would suppress economic development. 


21. The Great Compromise reached at the Constitutional Convention resulted in the 


A. formation of the Supreme Court.


B. creation of a bicameral legislature.


C. development of a two-party system.


D. ban on the importation of enslaved Africans. 

22. Shay’s Rebellion frightened many Americans when


A. city mobs raided flour supplies in Philadelphia.


B.  debt-ridden farmers attacked courts in western Massachusetts.


C. Indians raided frontier settlements in Virginia.


D. squatters terrorized proprietors in New York. 

23. Under the Articles of Confederation the United States central government had no power to


A. levy taxes.


B. make treaties.


C. declare war. 


D. request troops from states. 

24. The Constitutional Convention designed the Electoral College to 


A. strengthen the legislative branch against the executive branch.


B. strengthen the executive branch against the legislative branch. 


C. ensure the independence of the judiciary.


D. insulate the presidency from the popular will. 

25. The Northwest Ordinance did which of the following?


A. Provided for the annexation of the Oregon Territory.


B. Established reservations for Native Americans.


C. Granted settlers a free homestead of 160 acres.


D. Established the terms for settlement and admission of new states.

26. A key addition to the new federal government that had been demanded by many of the ratifying states was


A. a cabinet to aid the president.


B. a written  bill of rights to guarantee liberty.


C. a supreme court.


D. federal assumption of state debts.

27. Which of the following sets of rights are not included in the Bill of Rights?


A. freedom of religion, speech, and the press.


B. rights to education and travel.


C. rights to bear arms and to be tried by a jury.


D. rights to assemble and petition the government for redress of grievances. 

28. Hamilton’s first financial policies were intended


A. to finance the new government through the sale of western lands. 

B. to fund the national debt and to have the federal government assume the debts owned by the states. 


C. to repudiate the debts accumulated by the government of the Articles of 
Confederation. 


D. to create a sound federal currency backed by gold.  

29. The first American political parties developed out of

A. the disagreement of Jefferson and his states’ rights followers with Hamilton’s economic policies.


B. the belief of the Founding Fathers that organized political opposition was a 
necessary part of good government.

C. the continuing hostility of the antifederalists to the legitimacy of the new federal Constitution. 


D. patriotic opposition to foreign intervention in American domestic affairs. 

30. Washington’s foreign policy rested on the basic belief that


A. it was in America’s interest to aid the British against Revolutionary France.


B. it was in America’s interest to stay neutral in European wars.


C. America was morally obligated to adhere to the alliance with France.

D. America ought to enter the French-British war only if republican ideals were at stake. 

31. The Kentucky and Virginia resolutions, the Hartford Convention, and the South Carolina Exposition and Protest were similar in that all involved a defense of 


A. freedom of the seas.


B. freedom of speech.


C. the institution of slavery.


D. states’ rights. 

32. The case of Marbury v. Madison established the principle that


A. the Supreme Court has the right to determine the constitutionality of 
legislation. 


B. federal laws take precedence over state legislation. 


C. the president has the right to appoint the federal judiciary.


D. federal judges cannot be impeached. 

33. The Embargo Act of 1807 had which of the following effects on the United States?


A. It severely damaged American manufacturing.


B. It enriched many cotton plantation owners. 


C. It disrupted American shipping.


D. It was ruinous to subsistence farmers. 

34. A crucial foreign goal for many “war hawks” in the War of 1812 was


A. the restoration of trade with Britain.


B. the capture and annexation of Canada.


C. the conquest and settlement of Texas.


D. the destruction of the British navy. 

35. One significant consequence of the War of 1812 was



A. a weakening of respect for American naval forces.


B. an increased threat from Indians in the West.


C. an increase in domestic manufacturing and economic independence.


D. the growth of sectionalism. 

36. As proclaimed by Monroe in his message of 1823, the Monroe Doctrine asserted that

A. only the United States had a right to intervene to promote democracy in Latin America.


B. the British and Americans would act together to prevent further Russian 

expansion on the Pacific coast. 


C. the United States would not tolerate further European intervention or 
colonization in the Americas.


D. the United States would support the Greeks in their fight for independence 
against Turkey. 

37. The New Democracy arose partly because


A. Americans finally understood the ideas of the Declaration of Independence.


B. many citizens were tired of the partisan fight between Republicans and 
Federalists.


C. economic distress and the issue of slavery in Missouri stimulated a 
heightened public awareness of politics.


D. farmer and labor organizations aroused populist opposition to elitist 
politics. 

38. Under the surface of the South’s strong opposition to the “Tariff of Abominations” was 


A. a desire to develop its own textile industry.


B. competition between southern cotton growers and Midwestern grain 
farmers. 


C. a strong preference  for British manufactured goods over American-
produced goods. 


D. a fear of growing federal power that might interfere in slavery.  

39. John C. Calhoun’s theory of “nullification” was based on the idea that


A. the president should be able to block congressional laws absolutely, 
without having his veto overturned. 


B. individual citizens could refuse to obey those laws that violated their 
conscience. 


C. states should be able to declare invalid those laws they deemed 
unconstitutional.


D. a special national convention should be able to overrule acts of Congress. 

40. Daniel Webster’s address to the Senate in 1830 in reply to Senator Hayne is best remembered for its


A. attack on the Tariff of Abominations.


B. defense of the principle of national union. 


C. assertion of the idea of States’ rights.


D. apology for New England’s disloyalty in the War of 1812. 

41. The end result of Jackson’s Indian policies was


A. the flourishing of the southeastern tribes on the ancestral lands.


B. a united Indian military confederacy led by Chief Tecumseh and his 
brother. 


C. the forcible removal of most of the southeastern Indians to Oklahoma.


D. the assimilation of most Native Americans in to the white population. 

42. One effect of industrialization was


A. an increasing economic equality among all citizens.


B. a strengthening of the family as an economic unit. 


C. an increasingly stable labor force.


D. a rise in the gap between rich and poor. 

43. Perfectionism in the mid-nineteenth century is best defined as


A. improvement in the manners of the lower classes.


B. faith in human capacity to achieve a better life on earth through conscious 
acts of will.


C. the rewards of church membership and regular attendance at Sunday 
services.


D. allegiance to the political tenets of Jacksonian Democracy. 

44. The “Three-Fifths Compromise” originally contained in the Constitution referred to the 


A. proportion of states permitted to practice slavery.


B. rate at which one slave counted toward congressional representation.


C. number of African Americans who could vote.


D. number of adult women who could vote. 

45. Which of the following best describes the position on slavery of most northerners during the sectional crises of the 1850s?


A. They were willing to accept slavery where it existed but opposed further 
expansion to the territories.


B. They were active supporters of complete abolition. 


C. They favored continued importation of slaves from Africa. 


D. They advocated expansion of the slave system to provide cheap labor for 
northern factories. 

46. The first attempt to apply the doctrine of popular sovereignty in determining the status of slavery occurred in 


A. Texas. 


B. California.


C. Kansas.


D. Missouri. 

47. The women’s movement in the antebellum period was characterized by all of the following EXCEPT


A. close links with the antislavery and temperance movements.


B. conventions in the Northeast and the Midwest, but not the South.


C. involvement of middle-class women.


D. demands for equal compensation for equal work. 

48. The Battle of Antietam, September 17, 1862, is considered pivotal to the outcome of the Civil War because it


A. represented the union’s deepest thrust into southern territory.



B. forestalled the possibility of European intervention.


C. resulted in the border states joining the Confederacy.


D. marked the first use of Black troops by the Union army. 

49. In adopting the Fourteenth Amendment, Congress was primarily concerned with 

A. protecting the powers of the southern state governments established under Andrew Johnson. 


B. protecting legislation guaranteeing civil rights to former slaves. 


C. ending slavery. 


D. guaranteeing all citizens the right to vote. 

50. “Manifest Destiny” represented the widespread American belief that


A. Americans were destined to uphold democracy and freedom.


B. there was bound to be a civil war over slavery in the future.


C. Mexico was destined to be acquired by the United States. 


D. God had destined the United States to expand across the whole North 
American continent. 

51. The major domestic consequence of the Mexican War was


A. the decline of the Democratic party.


B. a sharp revival of the issue of slavery.


C. a large influx of Hispanic immigrants into the southern United States.


D. a significant increase in taxes  to pay the costs of the war. 
52. A goal that was established at the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 was achieved in 1920 by the


A. creation of a free public education system.


B. passage of legislation to end child labor.


C. adoption of national woman’s suffrage.


D. ratification of an amendment requiring national Prohibition. 

53. The Supreme Court’s ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson upholding “separate but equal” public facilities in effect legalized


A. southern blacks’ loss of voting rights.


B. the system of unequal segregation between the races.


C. the program of separate black and white economic development endorsed 
by Booker T. Washington. 


D. the right to “equal protection of the law” guaranteed by the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 

54. All of the following contributed to the decline of open-range cattle ranching at the end of the nineteenth century EXCEPT


A. excessively cold winters.


B. federal recognition of American Indian land claims.


C. a drop in cattle prices at stockyards.


D. overgrazing.

55. Jacob Riis is best known for his work in the 1890s as a 


A. labor organizer and Socialist Party activist.


B. leader of the People’s Party.


C. reformer who encouraged new immigrants to homestead.

D. journalist and photographer who publicized the wretched conditions in which many immigrants lived. 

56. Countries from which many of the “New Immigrants” came included


A. Sweden and Great Britain.


B. Germany and Ireland.


C. Poland and Italy.


D. China and Japan.

57. The Open Door policy in China called for which of the following?


A. A consortium of nations to govern China.


B. International acknowledgement of China’s right to exclude the trade of any 
nation.


C. Reduction of foreign tariffs on Chinese goods.


D. Equal commercial access by all nations to the existing spheres of influence 
in China. 

58. Which of the following aroused the greatest controversy in the United States at the end of the Spanish-American War?


A. Payment of a $20 million indemnity to Spain.


B. Humanitarian efforts on behalf of concentration camp victims.


C. Acquisition of the Philippine Islands.


D. Liberation of Cuba from Spanish control. 
59. Which of the following best accounts for the success of the American Federation of Labor in organizing labor in the late 1800s?


A. Its policy of organizing only skilled craftsmen.


B. Its organization of all workers within a single industry into one union.


C. Its policy of racial inclusiveness.


D. Its campaign for a minimum wage.

60. What is the official name of Mrs. Ladd’s puggle? (Sorry, I just had to make the very last multiple choice question you’ll ever have in this class fun!) 


A. Fritz


B. Sir Irvingston McPugglesworth 

C. Monk Face


D. Boo

